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SUBJECT: SECRET SENATE SESSION TAKEN AS AN INSULT 

1 . THE PANAMAN MEDIA SEEMS TO BE TAKING AS AN INSULT THE 
CLOSED SENATE SESSION PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 21 TO GO 
INTO THE ALLEGATIONS OF INVOLVEMENT OF GENERAL TORRIJOS 
AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY IN NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. IN A 
FEBRUARY 14 COMMENTARY. POPULAR TELEVISION JOURNALIST MARIO 
VELASQUEZ CALLED IT AN "INFAMOUS PLOT" OF ARROGANT 

U.S. "PROCONSULS" WHO ARE TARNISHING AN HISTORIC MOMENT 
WITH "IGNOBLE TRICKS AND ARGUMENTS OF THE WORST KIND." HE 
SAID THAT A PUBLIC PROTEST BY PANAMA MIGHT JEOPARDIZE TREATY 
RATIFICATION BUT MIGHT BE WORTH THE RISK, AS THE COUNTRY'S 
DIGNITY IS AT STAKE. WIHTOUT TRYING TO "DEFEND GENERAL TORRIJOS AND 
AND HIS FAMILY FROM THE CHARGES THAT HAVE BEEN LAUNCHED," HE 
SAIDN "MY PURPOSE IS TO STATE MY INDIGNATION AS A PANAMANIAN 
AGAINST WHAT I CONSIDER TO BE A TRAMPLING ON AND INSULT TO 
PANAMA'S DIGNITY." 

2. THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED PRESS, EDITORIALIZING ON THE 
SENATE DEBATE GENERALLY, ACCUSED TREATY OPPONENTS OF RESORTING 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 01055 152227Z 

TO THE "LOWEST DECEITS. INSULTS AND LIES." THE CLOSED SESSION 
ITSELF WAS TERMED A "BASED WEAPON." (CRITICA EDITORIAL OF 
FEBRUARY 14). A FEBRUARY 14 MATUTINO ARTICLE TOOK ANOTHER TACK: 
ALTHOUGH GENERAL TORRIJOS CANNOT BE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
CROSS-EXAMINED IN THE SENATE, IT STATED, THE DEGREE OF CREDIBILITY 
AND INTEGRITY OF HIS GOVERNMENT IS BEING UNDERMINED BY THE 
ACCUSATIONS AND ALLEGATIONS OF TREATY OPPONENTS, AND HE WILL 
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NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO REFUTE THEM. 

3. THE PRESS OF FEBRUARY 14 GAVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO THE 
LETTER FROM THE DEA ADMINISTRATOT TO SENATOR DOLE CONCERNING 
U.S./PANAMANIAN COOPERATION IN DRUG INVESTIGATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THE DISGUST AT CONTINUED "MEDDLING" BY THE SENATE 

IN PANAMA S BUSINESS IN NOT JUST A MEDIA PHENOMENON ORCHESTRATED 
BY THE GOVERNMENT. MANY PANAMANIANS PRO- AND ANTI-TORRIJOS 
HAVE LET US KNOW THEIR VIEWS ON THAT. ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME 
ANTI-TORRIJOS POLITICIANS ARE ENJOYING THE GENERAL S DISCOMFITURE 
IN THE FACE OF THE NARCOTICS CHARGES. 

JORDEN 
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